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 Mr. Chairman, thank you for calling this important hearing regarding the 
changing role of Japan in international affairs.  I want to underscore my deep 
appreciation for the long-standing friendship and alliance that the United States 
shares with Japan.  This important partnership between our two countries is 
stronger now than ever before.   
 
            In 2007, I had the honor of hosting Japan’s Ambassador to the U.S. at the 
time, the Honorable Ryozo Kato, in the northern Illinois congressional district that 
I have the honor to represent.  That visit stands out in my mind because it 
demonstrates just how close our two nations have grown in the past decade.     
 
            The U.S.-Japan relationship is even more critical today than ever before 
because both countries face substantial challenges regarding global economic 
stability, nuclear nonproliferation, and the fight against terrorists.  It is imperative 
that the U.S. and Japan coordinate closely to ensure that the current economic 
downturn does not do more harm.  The northern Illinois congressional district that 
I represent has a long and positive relationship with Japan.  Foreign direct 
investments by Japanese companies continue to support countless jobs in the 
district.  For example, Nissan Forklift in Marengo, IL currently employs 350 hard-
working constituents.       
 
            Mr. Chairman, Japan’s more active participation in international affairs is a 
welcome development especially during a time when North Korea’s belligerence is 
reaching unprecedented levels.  It is not beyond the realm of possibility that a 
hostile attack by North Korea could target Japan.  After all, North Korea has 
already fired several long range missiles over Japan in the past few years.  We 
must work closely with Japan, South Korea, and other partners in the Proliferation 
Security Initiative to stop Pyongyang from acquiring or selling more weapons.  
Thus, maintaining America’s strong friendship with Japan is indeed vital to the 
stability of Northeast Asia.    
 
            I look forward to hearing the testimony from our panel of expert witnesses. 
 
 


